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help Sarala Devi in her efforts and that the men of Amritsar will
realize their own duty in the matter. In Bombay the ladies of
noted families have already taken up spinning.
"I know that there are friends who laugh at this attempt to revive
this great art. They remind me that in these days of mills, sewing-
machines or typewriters, only a lunatic can hope to   succeed   in
reviving  the rusticated spinning wheel. These friends  forget  that
the needle has not given place to the sewing-machine nor has the
hand lost its cunning in spite of the typewriter. There is not the
slightest reason why the   spinning  wheel may   not   coexist   with
spinning mill even as the domestic kitchen coexists with the hotels.
Indeed typewriters and sewing-machines may go, but the needle
and the reed pen will survive. The mills may suffer destruction. The
spinning wheel is a national necessity. I would ask sceptics to go to
the many poor homes where the spinning wheel is again supple-
menting their slender resources and ask the inmates whether the
spinning wheel has not brought joy to their homes.
"Thank God, the reward issued by Mr. Revashankar Jagjivan
bids fare to bear fruit. In a short time India will possess a renovated
spinning wheel—a wonderful invention of a patient Deccan artisan.
It is made out of simple materials. There is no great complication
about it. It will be cheap and capable of being easily mended. It will
give more yarn than the ordinary wheel and is capable of being
worked by a five-year-old boy or girl. But whether the new machine
proves what it claims to be or it does not, I feel convinced that the
revival of hand-spinning and hand-weaving will make the largest
contribution to the economic and moral regeneration of India. The
millions must have a simple industry to supplement agriculture.
Spinning was the cottage industry years ago and if the millions are
to be saved from starvation in their homes, then every village must
repossess its own -weaver."
In the same issue he crossed swords with Sapru who dissuaded the
Muslims from embarking on non-co-operation. He wrote: "Un-
doubtedly a cause must be grave to warrant the drastic method of
non-co-operation. I do say that affront such as has been put upon
Islam cannot be repeated for a century. Islam must rise now or 'be
fallen9., if not for ever, certainly for a century. I cannot imagine
a graver wrong than the massacre of Jallianwala Bagh and the
barbarity that followed it, the whitewash of the Hunter Committee,

